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Key Vocabulary 

Key words Definition 

Phonics A way of teaching  
children how to read and 
write using sounds. 

Phoneme The smallest unit of 
sound. e.g. s, a, t 

Grapheme The letters that represent 
a sound.  

Unique The only one of its kind 

Special Different and unique 

Seasons The four parts of the year, 
each has different pat-
terns of weather 

Describe Write or tell someone 
about something 

Challenge An interesting or difficult 
problem or task 

Explore To look at something in a 
careful way to learn more 
about it 

KEY INDEPENDENCE SKILLS 

I  can hang my coat and bag and put my wa-
ter bottle in the tray when I come into school. 

I can choose my own resources and put them 
away when I have finished. 

I can go to the toilet and wash my hands inde-
pendently. 

TOPIC TITLE: Once Upon a Time! 

Through our engaging texts children will 
learn about  how we can overcome new 
challenges; how we are all unique and 
special; and understand that we should 
celebrate our similarities and our differ-
ences. 

We will talk about people in our family and 
how they are important to us.  We will 
learn about our new extended ’Green 
Lanes’ family.  

We will talk about ‘special people’ and 
what makes people special. 

TOPIC TITLE: Light and Dark 

Through our engaging texts children will 
learn to recognise that people have dif-
ferent beliefs and celebrate in different 
ways, they will compare this to, and talk 
about, their family traditions and they will 
compare and contrast characters from 
stories including figures from the past. 

We will investigate the changes we see as 
we move into winter and we will talk 
about people in history and the things that 
they did that makes them special. 

Key Phonics Information 

KEY COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE 
SKILLS 

I can sit, look and listen and speak clearly us-
ing simple sentences. 

I can use new words when I talk. 

I can use the right voice (silent snail/ whisper 
whale/ partner parrot and I can take turns to 
talk. 
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Key Vocabulary  

· Subitise - to know how many in a 
group of objects without counting 

· One to one correspondence - to 
be able to pair each number 
counted with a number word 

· Compare and contrast - looking at 
what is the same and what is differ-
ent. 

 

Children will recognise numbers to 5, link-
ing name and value 

Children will be able to Subitise to 5 

Children will be able to count reliably 
using number names, in order and using 
one to one correspondence.  

Children will compare and classify ob-
jects and compare amounts after classi-
fication.  

Our Favourite Five… 

· The Gingerbread Man 

· What makes me a me? 

· Each Peach, Pear, Plum 

· Luna Loves Art 

· I’m (almost) always kind 

· The Squirrels that squabbled 

· Pumpkin Soup 

· Celebrations around the world 

 

Key Vocabulary  

· Title 

· Author  

· Fiction - a made up story  

· Non-fiction - writing about real events 

· Blurb - a short description of the book 

·  

Children will have opportunities to mark 
make throughout the setting and begin to 
form letters and digits. They will learn to write 
their name and hear and write initial sounds 
in words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary  

· VC word - a word that is made up 
of a vowel and a consonant e.g. i-t 

· CVC word— a word that is made 
up of a consonant, vowel, conso-
nant e.g. c-a-t 

· Tricky word - a word that cannot 
be sounded out easily e.g. the 

 

Children will begin to learn how to use 
their phonic knowledge to start to de-
code VC and CVC words.  They will learn 
to read tricky words and simple phrases. 
They will use this knowledge to under-
stand unfamiliar vocabulary. 

Mathematics Literacy Phonics 


